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I urge all Americans to mark this occasion by greater consideration 
for the special needs of the visually handicapped, and particularly by 
learning to heed the white cane in order that our traffic-filled streets may 
become safer for all, sighted and sightless alike. 

. >-r „.«.',t.' IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
thirtieth day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-
two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-sixth. 

July 13.1972 
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PROCLAMATION 4142 

'•(National Voter Registration 
Month fpiiii t 

By the President of the United States of America 

v8. -̂  V. A Proclamation 

* As we continually work to construct a better and better Nation, 
America has no need of sidewalk superintendents. And any person who 
is qualified to vote, but who does not register to vote, can be little more 
than a sidewalk superintendent standing apart from the vital project of 
building national progress in the challenging era of the 1970s. 

^ In recent years. Federal and State governments have taken historic 
actions to extend the voting privilege to more and more of our citizens, 
including those between 18 and 21 years of age. 

All of these efforts to broaden the base of the American constituency— 
in order to insure continuing national f>olitical vitality and accurate 
representation—will have been in vain, however, if the newly eligible 
voters do not activate their newly won voting rights by registering 
according to the laws of the States. 

There is no place for apathy in an America facing the momentous 
challenges and opportunities of the era of the 1970s. The Nation needs 
the talents and the energies of each and every citizen, and it needs all 
their votes on election day. , 

I am convinced that nationwide, non-partisan voter registration cam­
paigns could substantially reduce the number of qualified citizens who 
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will be barred from voting in the forthcoming general elections by 
reason of failure to comply with election registration laws. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim September, 1972, as 
National Voter Registration Month, and I urge the Governors, and 
election officials of the several States, together with other officials, can­
didates for public office, and political parties and organizations, to 
institute non-partisan campaigns designed to achieve the registration of 
as many qualified citizens as possible prior to the forthcoming elections. 

I also urge all interested citizens and all civic and educational organi­
zations to participate in voter registration campaigns and to take all 
appropriate steps to assure maximum registration of qualified voters. 

Finally, I urge our newspapers, magazines, and other periodicals, our 
television and radio stations and networks, and all other news media to 
publicize and promote voter registration drives and the importance of 
voter registration. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
thirteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-
two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one ; ? . 
hundred ninety-seventh. -
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Captive Nations Week, 1972 
By the President of the United States of America juiy 15.1972 

A Proclamation 

The cause of human rights and personal dignity remains a universal 
aspiration. Yet, in much of the world, the struggle for freedom and 
independence continues. It is appropriate, therefore, that we who value 
our own precious heritage should manifest our sympathy and under­
standing for those to whom these benefits are denied. The Eighty-Sixth 
Congress on July 17, 1959, by a joint resolution, authorized and re- 73stat. 212. 
quested the President to proclaim the third week of July in each year 
as Captive Nations Week in support of this sentiment. 
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